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ABOUT SHAKE &STIR
shake & stir is one of the country’s leading contemporary theatre companies touring Australia
and New Zealand since 2006. shake & stir produce an annual season of Mainstage and inschool productions. Mainstage work has included: A Christmas Carol, The Australian premiere
of Green Day’s American Idiot (2017 Helpmann Award nominations – Best Lighting Design
and Best Female in a Supporting Role, 2017 Matilda Awards – Best Musical or Cabaret and
Best Set Design), George’s Marvellous Medicine, Endgame, Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes &
Dirty Beasts (2016 Helpmann Award nominations – Best Presentation for Children and Best
Regional Touring Production), Dracula (2016 Matilda Awards – Best Set Design and Best
Lighting Design), Wuthering Heights, 1984, Tequila Mockingbird (2014 Matilda Awards – Best
Mainstage Production, Gold Matilda Award), Out Damn Snot, Animal Farm (2012 Matilda
Awards – Best Independent Production and Best Direction) and Statespeare (2012 Helpmann
Award nomination – Best Presentation for Children).
The company is widely acknowledged as a leading national touring theatre company, taking
medium to large scale works to major metropolitan and regional centres, annually. shake
& stir has been nominated for APACA’S Drover Award for Tour of the Year on four occasions,
collecting the Award consecutively in 2014 & 2015. National Tours have included: George’s
Marvellous Medicine, Green Day’s American Idiot, Dracula, Wuthering Heights, Roald Dahl’s
Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts, 1984, Animal Farm and Statespeare.

instgram.com/shakeandstir

youtube.com/shakeandstirtheatre

facebook.com/shakeandstir

twitter.com/shakeandstir

SHAKEANDSTIR.COM.AU
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ABOUT OUR AUTHOR
Visit the Official Roald Dahl Website, which is packed with information and up to date news
from the World of Roald Dahl, by clicking through to www.roalddahl.com

Roald Dahl is famous for his stories and rhymes, but much less well known is how
often he went out of his way to help seriously ill children. Today Roald Dahl’s
Marvellous Children’s Charity helps children with the severest conditions and the greatest
needs. The charity believes every child can have a more marvellous life, no matter how ill they
are, or how short their life may be. Why not find out more at
www.roalddahlcharity.org

Roald Dahl was a spy, an ace fighter pilot,
a chocolate historian and a medical inventor.

www.roalddahl.com

You can find out about Roald Dahl’s real-life experiences and how they found their way into his
stories at the Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre in Great Missenden,
Buckinghamshire (the author’s home village). The Museum is a charity which aims to
inspire excitement about reading, writing and creativity. There are three fun and fact-packed
galleries, with lots to make, do and see (including Roald Dahl’s writing hut). Aimed at 6-12
year-olds, the Museum is open to the public and to school groups throughout the year. www.
roalddahlmuseum.org
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ABOUT THE SHOW
RUN TIME 55 mins
AGE SUITABILITY 5+
WARNINGS simulated violence in keeping with Dahl’s
stories, strobe lighting, loud music
Think you know the stories of The Three Little Pigs,
Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, Snow White, Goldilocks
and Jack and the Beanstalk? Think again!
Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts bursts
off the page in a spectacular new live show, taking the
world’s best-loved fairy tales and rearranging them with
some unexpected and hilarious twists. A visual feast that
combines a rocking sound track, immersive lighting design,
dance, song, shadow puppetry and four of the country’s
best comic actors who bring over 40 characters to life.

		
		
PRODUCTION TEAM
			
			

DIRECTOR
Ross Balbuziente

				 DESIGNER
			
Josh McIntosh
			 SOUND DESIGNER
			
Guy Webster
		
			

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Jason Glenwright

This fast-moving, always surprising show is a celebration of
the world’s number one storyteller. Hailed by audiences and
critics alike Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts has
been described as ‘flawlessly funny... Beautifully gratifying,
clever stuff’ (Weekend Notes) and ‘...delights and revolts. A
treat for mums, dads and the littlies... the audience lapped
it up...’ (The Courier-Mail).
Seriously funny and frighteningly silly, Roald Dahl’s
Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts is the perfect family
entertainment especially for children.

CHARACTERS
Actor 1 | Ugly Step Sister, Jam Maker, Jack, King, Butcher, Dwarf, Baby Bear, Grandma, Wolf, Farmer Bland,
Dentist, Roly Poly Bird
Actor 2 | Cinders, Evil Queen, Dwarf, Goldilocks, Little Red, Little Pig, Mum, Boy, Nurse
Actor 3 | Fairy Godmother, Ugly Step Sister, Mother, Snow White, Mum Bear, Wolf, Little Pig, Girl, Snail,
Frenchman
Actor 4 |Prince, Giant, Huntsman, Snow White’s legs, Dad Bear, Little Pig, Pig, Dad, Nurse, Toad, Frenchman
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THEATRE ETIQUETTE
shake & stir is a live theatre company and some of your students may be unfamiliar with
standards of behavior for a live theatre audience. Below are some guidelines for your
consideration. Please go over these points with your students prior to the performance:
-- We encourage your students to actively participate in our performances by applauding,
laughing and asking/answering questions at the end.
-- Food or drink is not allowed during a performance as it is distracting to both the actors and
other audience members.
-- General chitchat, talking and moving around the theatre while the performance is
underway is not allowed. Live theatre is different to Television or Film – the actors on stage
can hear and see as well! If a student needs to leave the performance space for any reason
during a performance, please ensure this is done quickly and quietly.
-- Questions are welcome and encouraged but will be restricted to the designated 10min
question time at the end of each performance.
-- Please ensure that you (and your students if applicable!) switch off all mobile phones and
leave them in their bags before the performance begins.
-- Strictly no photography or filming allowed.
-- Finally - enjoy the show!

“This Dahl delights and revolts.
A treat for mums, dads and the littlies.“
THE COURIER MAIL

_______
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CURRICULUM LINKS
PRIMARY
Fairy-tales, Story-telling, Poetry, Playbuilding, Design Elements

SECONDARY
Transformation of Text, Children’s Theatre, Ensemble Theatre, Magical Realism, Set Design
A perfect example of Children’s Theatre for your students. Through shake & stir’s unique approach
to storytelling, your students will witness a performance of Children’s Theatre, Ensemble Theatre
and Magical Realism helping to deepen their understanding and providing an excellent example of
how a text can be transformed for the stage. With striking & transformative set, lighting and sound
design and clever manipulation of the elements of performance/drama, this production promises
to engage and inspire your students.

GENERAL CAPABILITIES
Literacy, Critical & Creative Thinking, Personal & Social Capability, Ethical Understanding

“shake & stir is one of Brisbane’s most inventive
theatre companies, and its work, Revolting Rhymes
and Dirty Beasts, is a clever reimagining of Roald
Dahl’s twisted fairytales.” SYDNEY MORNING HERALD

_______
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AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM LINKS
ENGLISH
YEAR 1
Discuss features of plot, character and setting in different types of literature and explore
some features of characters in different texts (ACELT1584)

YEAR 2
Compare opinions about characters, events and settings in and between texts (ACELT1589)
Identify aspects of different types of literary texts that entertain, and give
reasons for personal preferences (ACELT1590)
Discuss the characters and settings of different texts and explore how language is used to
present these features in different ways (ACELT1591)
Identify, reproduce and experiment with rhythmic, sound and word patterns in poems,
chants, rhymes and songs (ACELT1592)
Create events and characters using different media that develop key events and characters
from literary texts (ACELT1593)

YEAR 3
Discuss texts in which characters, events and settings are portrayed in different ways, and
speculate on the authors’ reasons (ACELT1594)
Develop criteria for establishing personal preferences for literature (ACELT1598)
Discuss the nature and effects of some language devices used to enhance meaning and
shape the reader’s reaction, including rhythm and onomatopoeia in poetry and prose
(ACELT1600)
Create texts that adapt language features and patterns encountered in literary texts, for
example characterisation, rhyme, rhythm, mood, music, sound effects and dialogue
(ACELT1791)
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YEAR 4
Make connections between the ways different authors may represent similar storylines, ideas and
relationships (ACELT1602)
Discuss how authors and illustrators make stories exciting, moving and
absorbing and hold readers’ interest by using various techniques, for example
character development and plot tension (ACELT1605)
Understand, interpret and experiment with a range of devices and deliberate word play in poetry
and other literary texts, for example nonsense words,
spoonerisms, neologisms and puns (ACELT1606)

YEAR 5
Recognise that ideas in literary texts can be conveyed from different viewpoints, which can lead to
different kinds of interpretations and responses (ACELT1610)
Understand, interpret and experiment with sound devices and imagery, including
simile, metaphor and personification, in narratives, shape poetry, songs, anthems and odes
(ACELT1611)
Create literary texts using realistic and fantasy settings and characters that draw on the worlds
represented in texts students have experienced (ACELT1612)

YEAR 6
Analyse and evaluate similarities and differences in texts on similar topics, themes or plots
(ACELT1614)
Identify and explain how choices in language, for example modality, emphasis,
repetition and metaphor, influence personal response to different texts (ACELT1615)
Experiment with text structures and language features and their effects in creating literary texts, for
example, using imagery, sentence variation, metaphor and word choice (ACELT1800)
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DRAMA
YEAR 1 &2

Explore role and dramatic action in dramatic play, improvisation and process drama
(ACADRM027)
Use voice, facial expression, movement and space to imagine and establish role and situation
(ACADRM028)
Respond to drama and consider where and why people make drama (ACADRR030)

YEAR 3 &4

Explore ideas and narrative structures through roles and situations and use empathy in their
own improvisations and devised drama (ACADRM031)
Use voice, body, movement and language to sustain role and relationships and create dramatic
action with a sense of time and place (ACADRM032)
Shape and perform dramatic action using narrative structures and tension in devised and
scripted drama (ACADRM033)
Identify intended purposes and meaning of drama, using the elements of drama to make
comparisons (ACADRR034)

YEAR 5 &6

Explore dramatic action, empathy and space in improvisations, playbuilding and
scripted drama to develop characters and situations (ACADRM035)
Develop skills and techniques of voice and movement to create character, mood and
atmosphere and focus dramatic action (ACADRM036)
Rehearse and perform devised and scripted drama that develops narrative, drives
dramatic tension, and uses dramatic symbol, performance styles and design elements to share
community and cultural stories and engage an audience (ACADRM037)
Explain how the elements of drama and production elements communicate meaning by
comparing drama from different social, cultural and historical contexts
(ACADRR038)
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DRAMA WARM UPS
ALPHABET
In a large open space students start walking around the room in neutral (focused, calm and
no expression). Remind them to fill the space and not to touch anyone else. Teacher calls out
FREEZE and announces a letter of the alphabet along with a theme or topic before the start
counting down from 10. Student have this time to create something with their bodies that
begins with that letter. Call out FREEZE again counting down to 1. Teacher asks students what
they are, commenting on clever use of body language, levels, facial expressions etc. This game
can also be used as an elimination – if anyone makes the same object they are out. Repeat until
there is a winner.

GOTCHA
Students stand in a circle. The teacher asks them to think back on the performance and
remember as much as they can from the start to finish. A student who feels they know how
it started can begin re-telling the story. As soon as another student thinks they have missed
something out they call out ‘Gotcha’ and they take over telling the story. Continue until it’s all
re-told.
This can be simplified to just re-telling one of the stories from the performance or
re-telling what they did yesterday in a lesson.

I REMEMBER…
Building on ‘Gotcha’ ask students to form small groups and choose one moment from the
show they remember really well. They will spend about 10 mins rehearsing this moment for
the class, trying to incorporate as much of it as they can. They don’t need to do an entire story,
it could just be one part that really stood out for them. Show all groups and discuss why they
remembered that part really well and what their favourite parts were.

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM
Ask students to offer suggestions for a type of museum they would like to make (such as a
Circus Museum, Dinosaur, Shapes, Anything!) Then get one student (or start with the teacher
playing this role) to be the guard on duty overnight. The guard must turn their back for 10-15
seconds as everyone finds their own space in the room and creates a statue that fits the theme
of the chosen Museum. The guard then goes on duty for the night. If they catch a statue moving
/ laughing etc then they call out ‘Get out of my Museum’ and they must sit out. If the guard has
their back turned, the statues may move (and are encouraged to) but cannot get caught, and
must form a new statue that still fits the theme of the Museum. Continue until a winner is found!
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BIO POEMS
Bio Poems are a great way of summing up a character, showing your personal understanding and
interpretation of that character. Students could complete these and then compare their poems with
someone else who did the same character.
Bio Poems follow the following 10 line format:
LINE 1 First name
LINE 2 Three or four adjectives that describe the person
LINE 3 Important relationships (Mother of . . . , Son of . . .)
LINE 4 Two or three things, people, or ideas that the person loves/d
LINE 5 Three feelings the person experienced
LINE 6 Three fears the person experienced
LINE 7 Accomplishments (who discovered.... who won... who fought....)
LINE 8 Two or three things the person wanted to see happen or wanted to experience
LINE 9 His or her residence
LINE 10 Last name or one word summary
EXAMPLE:
Wolf
Hungry, Mischievous, Bold
King of the Woods
Who loved causing chaos, eating grandmothers (and children)
and blowing down pigs’ houses
Who felt happy when he was right, annoyed when he was outwitted
and full after eating someone!
Who feared Little Red, was scared of not being liked
and hated the thought of missing out
Who loved dressing up as a grandmother and used his brawn to blow down houses
Who wanted to eat as much as possible and scare everyone in his way!
Who lived in the woods
Big Bad
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WRITE YOUR OWN REVOLTING RHYME
Using the structure and form of Roald Dahl’s poems, students can have a go at writing their own
Revolting Rhyme or Dirty Beast poem. It could be based on another fairy-tale, or an animal.

CONVENTIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Humorous / slightly gory
Rhyming pattern is A,A,B,B.
Has a story-line
Can include dialogue
Changes the ending for fairy-tales

STARTERS
If they are stuck getting started, use one of these stanzas we’ve written as inspiration. A worksheet
can be found on page 20 to help with this.

THE COCKROACH

HANSEL AND GRETEL

Some days I like to look around
For things that crawl along the ground
But the ones that fill me with most glee
Always make my sister flee
She hates their eyes, she hates their legs
And when I pick one up she begs
“No! Don’t come near me with those germs!”
She shrieks, she screams, she runs, she squirms!

One day Hansel and Gretel’s father shrieked
“By gosh we’ve got no food to eat!
I’m going to have to take you out
And see what we can find about.”
His wife then whispered in his ear
“Let’s leave them in the woods my dear
We can’t afford to have them home
They’re old enough to hold their own.”

THE HIPPO
The greatest animal upon our Earth
Is large and round and wide in girth
He is a sort of purplish tone
And could squash you flat when fully grown
He loves to splash and dance about
And if you listen closely you’ll hear him shout
“Hippos are the greatest of them all
Even if we are more wide than tall!”
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THE TUMMY BEAST ACTIVITIES
Read The Tummy Beast on the followng page together as a class and then select appropriate
activities according to ability and age.

LITERACY ACTIVITIES
1.
Find 3 things the Tummy Beast like to eat.
2.
Look up the following words than use them in a sentence: awfully, demanding, guzzle,
produce, grumbling.
3.
Find the words that rhyme and label the pattern.
4.
Discuss the speech with a pair. What do you think it’s about? Does your partner agree?
5.
Find 5 different adjectives used in the poem and explain how they helped you understand
the poem better.
6.
How would you describe the Tummy Beast? What words does Roald Dahl use to help paint
a picture of him? Write a descriptive paragraph of the Tummy Beast being as detailed as possible.
7.
Write a newspaper article reporting on an alleged ‘Tummy Beast’ that is attacking our
children. Include interviews, expert opinions, images and facts to support your article.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES
1.
Dramatise the poem! Using the scripted version act it out with a group. Think about what
sort of voice the Tummy Beast would have compared to the child and mother, and how their
movements would differ. Rehearse and perform for the class.
2.
Choose 3 important moments from the poem and draw them.
3.
Create a comic strip of The Tummy Beast.
4.
Working in pairs one student goes in-role as a reporter, with the other student playing
the mother. The reporter should interview the mother about the incident asking what happened
and how it can be avoided in the future. Swap roles and repeat activity with the reporter now
interviewing the child or the Tummy Beast. Report findings back to the class.
5.
Draw a picture of the Tummy Beast and label it with words that are used in the poem to
describe him.
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THE TUMMY BEAST by roald dahL
One afternoon I said to mummy,

Just then, a nicely timed event

“Who is this person in my tummy?

Delivered me from punishment.

He must be small and very thin

Deep in my tummy something stirred

Or how could he have gotten in?”

And then an awful noise was heard,

My mother said from where she sat,

A snorting grumbling grunting sound

“It isn’t nice to talk like that.”

That made my tummy jump around.

“It’s true!” I cried. “I swear it, mummy!

My darling mother nearly died,

There is a person in my tummy!

“My goodness, what was that?” She cried.

He talks to me at night in bed,

At once, the tummy voice came through,

He’s always asking to be fed,

It shouted, “Hey there! Listen you!

Throughout the day, he screams at me,

I’m getting hungry! I want eats!

Demanding sugar buns for tea.

I want lots of chocs and sweets!

I know quite well it’s awfully wrong

Get me half a pound of nuts!

To guzzle food the whole day long,

Look snappy or I’ll twist your guts!”

But really I can’t help it, mummy,

“That’s him!” I cried. “He’s in my tummy!

Not with this person in my tummy.”

So now do you believe me mummy?”

“You horrid child!” my mother cried.

But mummy answered nothing more,

“Admit it right away, you’ve lied!

For she had fainted on the floor.

You’re simply trying to produce
A silly asinine excuse!
You are the greedy guzzling brat!
You eat too much and that is that!”
I tried once more, “Believe me, mummy,
There is a person in my tummy.”
“I’ve had enough!” My mother said,
“You’d better go at once to bed!”
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THE tummy beast script
adapted by shake &stir
NARRATOR 1
One afternoon I said to mummy

NARRATOR 1
my mother cried.

CHILD
Who is this person in my tummy?
He must be small and very thin
Or how could he have gotten in?

MUM
Admit it right away, you’ve lied!
You’re simply trying to produce
A silly asinine excuse!
You are the greedy guzzling brat!
You eat too much and that is that!

NARRATOR 1
My mother said from where she sat,

NARRATOR 2
I tried once more,

MUM
It isn’t nice to talk like that.
CHILD
It’s true!

CHILD
Believe me, mummy,
There is a person in my tummy.

NARRATOR 2
I cried.

MUM
I’ve had enough!

CHILD
I swear it, mummy!
There is a person in my tummy!
He talks to me at night in bed,
He’s always asking to be fed,
Throughout the day, he screams at me,
Demanding sugar buns for tea.
I know quite well it’s awfully wrong
To guzzle food the whole day long,
But really I can’t help it, mummy,
Not with this person in my tummy.

NARRATOR 1
My mother said,

MUM
You horrid child!

NARRATOR 1
A snorting grumbling grunting sound

MUM
You’d better go at once to bed!
NARRATOR 2
Just then, a nicely timed event
Delivered me from punishment.
Deep in my tummy something stirred,
And then an awful noise was heard,
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That made my tummy jump around.
My darling mother nearly died,
MUM
My goodness, what was that?
NARRATOR 2
She cried.
NARRATOR 1
At once, the tummy voice came through,
It shouted,
BEAST
Hey there! Listen you!
I’m getting hungry! I want eats!
I want lots of chocs and sweets!
Get me half a pound of nuts!
Look snappy or I’ll twist your guts!
CHILD
That’s him!
NARRATOR 2
I cried.
CHILD
He’s in my tummy!
So now do you believe me mummy?
NARRATOR 1
But mummy answered nothing more,
For she had fainted on the floor.
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THE PIG ACTIVITIES
Read The Pig found on the following pages together as a class and then select appropriate activities
according to ability and age.

LITERACY ACTIVITIES
1.
Find 5 lines in the poem that make Piggy seem clever.
2.
Discuss the poem with a pair. What do you think it’s about? Does your partner agree?
3.
What makes this poem funny? What techniques has Roald Dahl used to create humour?
4.
Go through the poem and circle all the adjectives. Try and read the poem without them –
what difference do they make?
5.
Write a newspaper article reporting on a Pig that has started to eat humans. Include
interviews, expert opinions, images and facts to support your article.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES
1.
Dramatise the poem! Using the scripted version act it out with a group. Think about what
sort of voice Piggy would have compared the Narrator, and how their movements would differ.
How would Farmer Bland move? Rehearse and perform for the class.
2.
Choose 3 important moments from the poem and draw them.
3.
Create a comic strip of The Pig.
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the pig by roald dahl
In England once there lived a big
And wonderfully clever pig.
To everybody it was plain
That Piggy had a massive brain.

Next morning, in comes Farmer Bland,
A pail of pigswill in his hand,
And piggy with a mighty roar,
Bashes the farmer to the floor

He worked out sums inside his head,
There was no book he hadn’t read.
He knew what made an airplane fly,
He knew how engines worked and why.

Now comes the rather grisly bit
So let’s not make too much of it,
Except that you must understand
That Piggy did eat Farmer Bland,

He knew all this, but in the end
One question drove him round the bend:
He simply couldn’t puzzle out
What LIFE was really all about.

He ate him up from head to toe,
Chewing the pieces nice and slow.
It took an hour to reach the feet,
Because there was so much to eat,

What was the reason for his birth?
Why was he placed upon this earth?
His giant brain went round and round.
Alas, no answer could be found.

And when he finished, Pig, of course,
Felt absolutely no remorse.
Slowly he scratched his brainy head
And with a little smile he said,

Till suddenly one wondrous night.
All in a flash he saw the light.
He jumped up like a ballet dancer
And yelled, “By gum, I’ve got the answer!

“I had a fairly powerful hunch
That he might have me for his lunch.
And so, because I feared the worst,
I thought I’d better eat him first.”

They want my bacon slice by slice
To sell at a tremendous price!
They want my tender juicy chops
To put in all the butcher’s shops!
They want my pork to make a roast
And that’s the part’ll cost the most!
They want my sausages in strings!
They even want my chitterlings!
The butcher’s shop! The carving knife!
That is the reason for my life!”
Such thoughts as these are not designed
To give a pig great piece of mind.
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the pig script adapted by shake &stir
And that’s the part’ll cost the most!
They want my sausages in strings!
They even want my chitterlings!
The butcher’s shop! The carving knife!
That is the reason for my life!

NARRATOR 1
In England once there lived a big
And wonderfully clever pig.
NARRATOR 2
To everybody it was plain
That Piggy had a massive brain.
He worked out sums inside his head,
There was no book he hadn’t read.

NARRATOR 2
Such thoughts as these are not designed
To give a pig great piece of mind.

NARRATOR 3
He knew what made an airplane fly,
He knew how engines worked and why.
NARRATOR 1
He knew all this, but in the end
One question drove him round the bend:
NARRATOR 3
He simply couldn’t puzzle out
What LIFE was really all about.
ALL
What was the reason for his birth?
Why was he placed upon this earth?
NARRATOR 2
His giant brain went round and round.
Alas, no answer could be found.
NARRATOR 1
Till suddenly one wondrous night.
All in a flash he saw the light.
He jumped up like a ballet dancer
PIG
By gum, I’ve got the answer!
They want my bacon slice by slice
To sell at a tremendous price!
They want my tender juicy chops
To put in all the butcher’s shops!
They want my pork to make a roast

NARRATOR 3
Next morning, in comes Farmer Bland,
A pail of pigswill in his hand,
And piggy with a mighty roar,
Bashes the farmer to the floor
NARRATOR 1
Now comes the rather grisly bit
So let’s not make too much of it,
NARRATOR 2
Except that you must understand
That Piggy did eat Farmer Bland,
He ate him up from head to toe,
Chewing the pieces nice and slow.
NARRATOR 1
It took an hour to reach the feet,
Because there was so much to eat,
And when he finished, Pig, of course,
Felt absolutely no remorse.
NARRATOR 3
Slowly he scratched his brainy head
And with a little smile he said,
PIG
I had a fairly powerful hunch
That he might have me for his lunch.
And so, because I feared the worst,
I thought I’d better eat him first.
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writing your own revolting rhyme
You’re going to have a go at writing your own Revolting Rhyme! Go back over Roald Dahl’s work
and have a look at the way he writes, then answer the questions below:
1.

What is the tone of his poems? (How do they make you feel?)

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
2.

What rhyming pattern does Roald Dahl use?

_______________________________________________________________________________
3.
What does Roald Dahl do to the fairy-tales to make them different from the original
ones?
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
List 5 things that you like about his poems:
1. ____________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________
3.____________________________________________________________________________
4.____________________________________________________________________________
5.____________________________________________________________________________
Now let’s get creative! Have a think and decide WHAT you want to write:
A revolting rhyme based on a fairy-tale OR a poem based on a dirty beast!
Write down any ideas that you can think of to get your brain active.
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my marvellous journey
During The Toad and the Snail we go on a journey across parts of UK and France with the Toad, the
Snail and the Roly-Poly Bird! Using a map of Europe students can recreate this journey looking up
clues from the poem (they may take some creative licence when deciding where the journey begins
and ends.) They can also write down or draw key moments from the poem that happen at each
destination.

EXTENSION TASKS:
• Students can find a map with a scale and plot each jump the Toad takes as 50 miles (as stated by
the Toad in the poem).
• Give students an unlabelled map that they have to label with the countries and landmarks first
(such as the Cliffs of Dover).
An example we did can be found on the next page!
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THE DAHLY CHRONICLES
HEADLINE - try and use alliteration or a pun

BY LINE

IMAGE & CAPTION

MOST IMPORTANT INFO:
WHO
WHAT
WHERE
WHEN
WHY
HOW
OPINIONS AND QUOTES

OTHER INFORMATION THAT MAY BE LESS
IMPORTANT BUT STILL INTERESTING
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STORYBOARDS
Now it’s your turn to draw a story! Why not draw what happened to the Pig in the story? Or part
of Snow White’s journey? Or when Cinderella danced with the Prince. When creating a comic
strip it’s important to think about the different types of SHOTS you can use to help tell the story.
By zooming in on a person’s face you can show lots of emotion. Or if you zoom out and show the
background you can help the reader see where the story is set. A SHOT TYPE is how close or far
away the subject matter is in a picture. All shot types are used for different reasons. Here are some
examples:

MEDIUM SHOT		

CLOSE UP

EXTREME CLOSE UP

Now it’s your turn! Have a go at drawing the following shot types:

LONG SHOT

		

BIRD’S EYE VIEW 			

EXTREME LONG SHOT

Lastly, remember that when you’re creating a comic strip you should try and include lots of non-verbal
communication (anything that helps us understand how someone is feeling without using words). These
are things like facial expressions and gestures. Have a go at changing the circles below into faces with these
emotions: excited, angry, depressed & surprised.
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MY OPINION ON THE SHOW
After watching the show fill out the sheet below with all your favourite parts!
Write down anything you can remember about the show:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Which part of the show did you like the best? Did you have a favourite story?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Why did you like that part the best?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Who was your favourite character? ____________________________________________________________
Draw them here:
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Draw the funniest part of the show and write underneath it why it made you laugh:

It made me laugh because: ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
If you could perform in the show which character would you like to play?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Would you change anything about the show? If so, what? _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Is there anything you would like to tell the actors? ___________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
How many stars would you give the show? Colour in your rating, with 5 being the best!

We’d love to hear from you! You can email your reviews, stories, pictures & thoughts to us:
info@shakeandstir.com.au
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
The Roald Dahl website is full of awesome resources for teachers, including a whole pack of
lesson plans for teaching Roald Dahl’s work, specifically aimed at Literacy and Wellbeing lessons.
You can find them all here:
http://www.roalddahl.com/create-and-learn/teach/teach-the-stories/revolting-rhymes-anddirty-beasts
Information about the stories:
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/p-t/revolting-rhymes
https://www.roalddahl.com/roald-dahl/stories/a-e/dirty-beasts
For full production images please visit http://www.shakeandstir.com.au/revolting-rhymes/

Image by Dylan Evans. For more production photos please visit
http://www.shakeandstir.com.au/revolting-rhymes/
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